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USS SEAWOLF (SSN 21) changes commanders 
 
 GROTON, Conn. – CDR Michael J. Connor will be relieved by CDR H. H. 
"Butch" Howard III as Commanding Officer of the attack submarine USS SEAWOLF 
(SSN 21) in a Change of Command ceremony at Pier 17 South at the Naval Submarine 
Base, Friday, April 14 at 1 p.m. 
 CAPT Joseph Walsh, Commander, Submarine Development Squadron TWELVE, 
will be the ceremony’s guest speaker. 
 During his tour, Connor commanded the lead ship of the Navy's newest active 
class of fast attack submarines.  SEAWOLF spent most of 1998 supporting the Post 
Delivery Testing period including the first ever SEAWOLF class Tactical Development 
Exercises which showcased the increased stealth and capability of the SEAWOLF class 
submarine.   
 In 1999, Connor led SEAWOLF to successful completion of a Post Shakedown 
Availability, Acoustic and Hydrodynamic Trials, and Target Strength testing.  

SEAWOLF was awarded the Commander, Submarine Development Squadron  
TWELVE Engineering "E" for 1998 and the Damage Control "DC" award for 1999.  

Connor's next duty station will be at the Naval War College, Newport, RI. 
Howard grew up in Minnesota, Massachusetts and Florida before attending 

Auburn University, where he graduated in 1982 with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. He previously served aboard USS CAVALLA (SSN 684), his first sea tour, 
followed by USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728) (GOLD) as Engineer Officer, and USS 
PARCHE (SSN 683) as Executive Officer.  His most recent assignment was attending the 
National War College, graduating with the class of 1999 with a Master degree in National 
Security Strategy before entering Prospective Commanding Officer training enroute to 
SEAWOLF.  

 
 
Editor's note: Media partners desiring to cover this event should contact the Navy New 
London Public Affairs Office no later than 3 p.m. April 13. 
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